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Led by designer Rowena Gonzales, Liquid Interiors boasts a diverse
portfolio ranging from bespoke residential, residential development,
workplaces, education, community to wellness spaces with works
located in Hong Kong, China, and Europe. With a founding mission to
bring sustainability to city living, Liquid Interiors is guided by sustainability
and wellness in the built environment, LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design), and the WELL Building Standard, bringing emotion
and meaning to every space in a sophisticated and modern way, balanced
with nature.
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“When you love who you work
with, the work is lovely”

How did you get into interior design, and what did you do before becoming
an interior designer? | suppose | have been practicing interior design since | was
a very small child. My favourite game growing up was making club houses. | would
decorate any small spaces in the house and turn it into my own special room. Also,
my dad was very handy around the house and let me do whatever he was doing.
Growing up | used to love helping my dad do home renovations. Then one day, when
| was 11, | asked my dad if | could paint my room with a sunset, clouds and angels
on my ceiling and walls, He gave me all the colours and creative freedom and | was
hooked. To this day | will forever appreciate my Dad's wholehearted encouragement
and belief in my creativity.
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How does making ‘meaningful memories’ for clients factor in to your design
process? | believe that your home should be an extension of yourself and a reflection
of your best self. During our process we really get to know our clients' stories and
understand what their favourite memories are and we let their home tell this story.
For example, a home that gives hints of their Spanish-themed wedding.
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Tell us one project you're most proud of? My favourite project is usually the last
project we completed since | always fall in love over and over again as we add so
much love with our finishing touches. The last home we completed is for a lovely
family of four with a lake house feeling. We created a relaxing sanctuary that is
lush and green and brings out their favourite memories of holidays by the lake. I'm
most proud of this project because it is really tailored to the client's personalities.
From the blue kitchen that matches perfectly the blue that the parents always wear,
to the library and home office with the best mountain view that is designed for
the daughter who works from home, to the secret bookcase bedroom door for
their creative 007 son - it's designed only for them. | think working with such a
loving family that cares so much about each other's creative needs was also very
inspirational.
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Design trends you like and hate the most? Over the pandemic and due to
our fixation to screens, there has been a shift to include more plants at home to
enhance relaxation and reduce stress. A big trend for Millennials is putting off
having kids and becoming plant parents’ and nurturing unusual types of plants
as their own children. Although I haven't put off having kids of my own, | do enjoy
bringing home unusual textured plants and caring for them myself! Interior home
landscaping is in fact not a new thing at all, but | am happy that it's being adopted
by younger generations and being seen as the cool thing to do.

One trend that | hate with a passion is that some developers are grasping on
to this aesthetic love for plants and recreating giant walls of plastic fake plants
on buildings. Plants are supposed to clean the air not off-gas chemicals when
they are heated by the sun. | see so many Asian countries like Singapore and
the Philippines do a fantastic job in marrying architecture and real lush vertical
landscapes. | hope that HK developers can grow to understand the true benefits
of plants in our urban landscape beyond the Instagram selfie. Cleaning the air,
lowering the heat island effect and increasing biodiversity can all be possible.
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Do you have a secret skill when designing a successful residential project?
My secret skill is having a killer team that | love to work with. We are a tight-knit
family of passionate designers that all love our planet and everything wellness. Off
site, you may find us doing aerial yoga, arranging flowers or on a farm somewhere.
When you love who you work with, the work is lovely.
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