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Creative ideas for your compact space
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Flats are getting smaller than
ever — but downsizing vour space doesn't
have to mean giving up on quality
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Large spaces are worth their square footage in gold: it's the mantra
that every expat hears when they announce their plans to move to Hong
Kong and a simple fact of e that every local accepts with resignation, if
it’s convenience and a central location you want, you're going to have to
skimp on space. Though Hong Kong is stll an extreme example in this day
and age with its sub-200sqft flats, due to myriad reasons from nising rents
to an increase in sngle-person albodes, more and more people aooss the
globe are downsizing their homes

"Within the next 20 years, 60 to 70 per cent of the world is going to
be lvinig in cibes,” says Rowena Gonzales, founder of Hong Kong-based
eco-conschous interior design firm Liquid Interiors. *It's a global trend that
properties are getting smalfer.” Mimi Hoang, cofounder of Mew York City-
based architecture firm nArchitects, echoes Rowena's cbservation. “The
demographics of New York and many citves are changing,” she says. “More
and more people are lving by themselves, marnpng later and studying
more, 5o the worldwide trend is towards solo living. | don't think everybody
should live in a micro-unit [balow 400sgftl but we should reflect the change
in demographics with & more diverse range of possibilities for unit types.”

Liquid Interiors recently completed a 400sqft apartment in Hong
Kong's Soho, whie nArchitects has made wavas in the US by creating the
first micro-unit apartment buslding in New York, Carmel Place, featuring
nine stories and 55 units ranging from 250sqft to 370sgft. Both projects
take a trarsformable approach to space, maximising the use of every single
square foot. The Scho fiat features a kitchen island that opens out into a
dining table, with a pull-out counter for added preparation space and a
concealed exhaust fan; cabinetry and TV screens that are built into walls;
and loungers that pop out of the floor on the rooftop. Carmel Place makes
use of similar features, such as Murphy beds that fold sway and make room
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