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CAUSE FOR
CELEBRATION

Aflat in Happy Valley becomes an open, airy
home for a couple and their dogs — and the many
friends they welcome through their doors
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A SENSE OF CHEERINESS AND PLAYFULNESS

Carley has a penchant for entertaining.
On the afternoon we arrive to view her home,
we're immediately welcomed and made to feel
at ease. A generous spread of cheeses, cold cuts
and wine at the bar area definitely helps, but it's
largely Carley’s openness and gregariousness
that sets the tone. "When my friends come here,
a lot of them stay until 1am, talking," she says. "I
don't know how many bottles of wine we finish.
| like to have friends over; | like them to enjoy
being here. They say it's a very welcoming place."

Indeed, she and her partner can turn any
gathering into a special occasion. Even when
their new home was being redesigned, they
frequently offered refreshments to the various
contractors and designers working on the
project, and threw a sumptuous dinner party for
everyone once the renovations were complete.
In fact, the home's new design wouldn't have
been possible without the friendship forged
between the homeowners and the designers at
eco-friendly interior design firm Liquid Interiors
- a camaraderie that's evident just from a few
minutes of chatting.

"Every time we were with the couple, we
had a laugh," says Victoria Potter, a designer at
Liquid Interiors. "We listened to all of their travel
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MADE TO ORDER

The majority of the furniture,
including the dining table, is com-
pletely custom. The living room
features a sofa from BoConcept
and suitcases from Australia.

ST

ABAEE  BEES > 192
HMA o ZEERABoConcepty
DB EBMOITERE -

HOMES | HAPPY VALLEY

JANUARY 2017 | HOME JOURNAL | 115



HOMES | HAPPY VALLEY

L ]
X —
J - :;Er I
_ s TIE
.
MEDITERRANEAN FLAIR and family stories, and really made a connection. | think that's the main thing about the project

Homeowner Carley relaxes on we've thoroughly enjoyed." Carley adds, "That's the good thing about Liquid Interiors — they listen.
her balcony, which features

colourful tiles for a Mediterra- Some designers say, 'This is it. Anything that interferes with my design isn't going to be there.' But
nean feel. The gradient on the we really cooperated very well."
glass was added at the sugges- The end result is a space that incorporates the couple's backgrounds and personalities, from

tion of a feng shui master, so that hei . | heir | fwel . . heir h Th | . | d
prosperity would not flow "out" their various travels to their love ot we coming guests into their nome. The pa ette 1s mosti y compose

of the home through the glass. of whites, neutrals and warm woods, but with splashes of colour and accent pieces that grant a sense
F——— of cheeriness and playfulness. "People like black and white because you can never go wrong," says
B Carley IR ATEIRE. - Carley. "But ever since | found the right colours, | really like colourful things. At first, | found it quite

EhERYed  linhieE difficult to choose. | didn’t know what to look for. But Rowena [Gonzalez, the founder and principal
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2% R ST LRI of Liquid Intem:rs] suggested the three ottomans - and since | loved those colours, we mixed and
BE] o matched them.
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“I LIKE TO HAVE FRIENDS OVER; I LIKE THEM TO ENJOY
BEING HERE. THEY SAY I'T'S A VERY WELCOMING PLACE”
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SEALED WITH A KISS

Carley has always favoured
warmer tones, such as reds,
yellows and oranges, so they were
a natural choice to include in the
master bedroom. Royal blue tiles
add contrast to the muted, neutral
palette in the guest bathroom.
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Some aspects of the colour scheme and the overall design were due to a consultation with a
feng shui master, such as the commissioned floral artworks and warm colour tones. Carley made
the decision to incorporate feng shui into her home after spending 14 months living in a temporary
apartment while the renovations were underway. "At the very beginning, | really didn't believe in
feng shui at all," recalls Carley. "But when | rented that place, | didn't feel comfortable. | was sick all
the time. So | thought in my home, I'd do something about it."

Significant renovations were done to the shell of the space. Originally, the apartment in the
50-year-old building was divided up into multiple smaller rooms, but the new design knocked all of
these down in order to create an open, airy living area. A balcony was also created, providing yet
another area to gather as well as a place for the homeowners’ dogs to get a breath of fresh air and
a view of the surrounding neighbourhood.

Carley formerly split her time between Los Angeles and Hong Kong. "l used to live in Jardine's
Lookout," she explains. "l travelled back and forth. | didn't put a lot of effort into the place because
[ didn't really spend a lot of time there. But I've taken this as my permanent home." The investment
the couple put into their new home, combined with Carley’s shift in aesthetics, speaks to how they'd

BESRENE  THBZBLEERE - Rowena [Gonzalez Liquid InteriorsBl i A EE AMIRE
TEREBRE  RARESZTELECH  BACHBERER- ]

Ho EFREHEZERICRBREKMERREL - SHIFTRNBRRECRERENR - £15
HR14ME B BREGRFEL M Carley REIERBABEARA o [BIK—BEFHEE o | Caleyn=: B
HERENE  RRBRBIAEFTEE  MAREER HEIE - CECECEENRBBEE - |

TREEFRIETBERES EEVESOFELEREANENRADRASENE » FETE
BHIFE  BEREEERNEEEE > SNEREGS  BES—ZFAEBNXL - C2EEHNA
BUNRH RN  JEERENEHEZS -

-
(1

>

o

L)

25 -

\

\__J

e
;

4

\ /
00202




HOMES | HAPPY VALLEY

.

|'|.. T
J1RAaC YU

FORIZ-

P!

AL

OPTICAL ILLUSION

Carley's dogs sit pretty in the
hallway, which features ano-
ther commissioned artwork.
The black and white bathroom
features circadian lighting that
fits the time of day, one of
Liquid Interiors' specialities.
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selected this space as their permanent base. "The furniture | had in my old place was very different.

Really grand, mostly from Armani Casa," says Carley. "But after knowing myself better, | really wanted
to have a place that made me feel more at home."

In just a couple of hours, Carley and her home have worked their magic. The afternoon spent
chatting with Victoria and Carley around her dining table seems to pass in a fun, convivial flash, and
we depart with a distinct sense of the place’s charm. It's surely a home that will serve as the venue
for plenty of celebrations to come, thanks to its gracious hosts. //
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