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EXOTIC ESCAPE

A cotourtul door clues one in
an the interesting interiors
within; white walls and layers
of wood create a warm shell,
which is then filled with
pieces bought from travels to
India, China and Marocco
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Minimalist, open-plan apartments have become a dime a dozen in Hong Kong, where
renovations often result in a streamlined space that befits a city defined by its towering glass
skyscrapers. 5o it's quite rare to find a home as full of character as the Huf family home.

Rachel and her husband, Nick, knew of the building - situated along Kennedy Road and offering
the convenience of Wan Chai while looking onto verdant surrounds - for quite some time. After five
years of waiting, they were finally able to acquire the unit next to theirs - and it was then that they
decided to renovate.

Home Journal played a key role in helping Rachel find the right collaborater. “She actually found
me through the feature Designers from Behind. It was funny because she only saw the back of my
head, so she didn't know what | locked like when we met,” says designer Rowena Gonzales, founder
of Liguid Intericrs. Rachel was drawn to the firm's design philosophy, which centres on green living
and sustainability. "She wanted this home to be a healthier space for her family,” explains Rowena,
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BRIGHT IDEA

Mewly placed windows let
in & bot of light; Rachel's lowe
for rugs and taxtiles s o=
dent in the spacicus Hying
area; 3 partition, which
greets one upon entry,
defines the space - 1 also
serves as 3 fireplace and
provides plenty of storage
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WHILE THE DECORATION FIRST CATCHES YOUR EYE,
THE BIGGEST FEAT IS INTHE STRUCTURE

ETHNIC ELEGANCE When one talks about green design, there are preconceived notions of a space filled with raw

hey opted for benches

wood and overrun by neutral tones. And while the Huf home has a cosy feel, thanks to the wood
cladding and layers of soft textiles, it looks more like a sophisticated bohemian retreat. The family's
love for travel is evident, too, with oriental accoutrements such as rugs from India and decorative
accents from Moroceo, “l have a huge collection of rugs. When my mother gave me money to
decorate my flat in university, | spent it all on one rug,” recalls Rachel. Their affinity for art is also felt,

with plenty of artwerks peppered around the space.
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BOHEMIAN SPIRIT While the decoration first catches your eye, the biggest feat is in the structure. The primary
The master bedroom features motivation of the renovation was to combine the two units - and this was achieved in seamless
:::E;':r__sl:r_:;lr'::_'f::':t!v style. "We had to gut the entire place and rethink the layout to accommodate Rachel's request for
bathroom's gorgeous tiles are a spacious living area and lots of storage,” recalls Rowena. They approached this through a clever
from Fired Earth; homeowner reappropriation of space and attention to detail. A key example is the stylish partition-slash-fireplace
Rachet it Shercon. Ohia that delineates the living room and serves as concealed storage. The side facing the living area hides
the TV, while the one towards the frant door provides space to place shoes and sundries.

Ancther notable feature of the home is the large picture windows that look onto leafy

surrounds. Formerly composed of partitioned windows, Rowena and her team were able to ensure
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PATTERN PLAY

Intricate di
ser feature o

Master's bath

retreat, an
tiles from

c elements; the
roam is a relaxing
nakes full use of

an uninterrupted view and an endless flow of natural light. "It took time and effort, but we were all
happy with the end result. It was worth it,” says Rowena.

As for the final touches, Rowena and her team were guided by Rachel’s desire to create a “mix
of rustic and modern styles.” There wasn't much difficulty in ensuring an eclectic blend, as most
of the family's belongings found a welcome place to park. And though this heme is smaller than
their previous one, it feels much more open and fosters a relaxed ambience. “I'm really happy with
the end result — it turned out better than | imagined. It's a place that feels like us,” says Rachel,
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